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Celebrate the Arts at First Night® Springﬁeld
The Springﬁeld Area Arts Council hosts
the 32nd annual First Night Springﬁeld–
its New Year’s Eve celebration of the arts in
downtown Springﬁeld. This year’s event
will be held across 2 performance spaces
in 5 diﬀerent venues.

Free children’s events
Springﬁeld High School will be the
site for free children’s performances and
craft activities from :00 to 4:00 PM, and
Mark Giﬀord will perform on the Barton
Theatre Organ at Springﬁeld High
School from 4:5 to 5:45 PM. Admission
to the organ concert is included in
the price of a First Night Springﬁeld
wristband, or $5 if purchased separately.

Evening performances
The rest of the family-friendly
performances take place from 5:00 to
:5 PM at The Hoogland Center for the
Arts, The Lincoln Home Visitors Center,
Kari Bedford Photography Studio, and
Lincoln Library (Springﬁeld’s Public
Library). All types of music, dance,
improvisational comedy, storytelling,
and visual arts are planned to entertain
audiences of all ages.
Returning for the second year is
the All-Inclusive Performance Space,
highlighting children from Hope School
and other local K–2 students. It’s in the
basement of the Hoogland Center for
the Arts along with the All-Inclusive Art
Gallery, a sampling of visual art created
by students in the community.
Black Sheep Café sponsors a stage
featuring innovative music at Kari
Bedford Photography Studio, 34 E
Monroe Street. Admission to that venue
only is $5.00 or with a First Night
Springﬁeld wristband.

Fireworks
The traditional New Year’s Eve
ﬁreworks show, sponsored by Horace
Mann Insurance Company, begins at
8:00 P.M. The prime viewing area is the
intersection of Fourth Street and Capitol
Avenue.

Silent Auction
The Hoogland Center for the Arts
lobby area will host a Silent Auction
during the evening. Many great items
will be available – including a lovely pair
of earrings, donated by The Gold Center.

Special dedication
This year’s First Night Springﬁeld has
special signiﬁcance: It is the ﬁfteenth
anniversary of the Hoogland Center
for the Arts. And the event is being
dedicated to Kay Feurer, a former Arts
Council executive director. She is the
person who brought First Night to
Springﬁeld 32 years ago; she died in late
208.

First Night Springﬁeld
Admission:
Adults
$8.00 in advance
$20.00 day of the event
Youths aged 5–8
$5.00
Under age 5
Free
Purchase wristbands at the Hoogland
Center for the Arts box oﬃce, Bank of
Springﬁeld locations, or online at

www.HCFTA.org

Innovation and tradition
Board president, Courtney Wick
comments, “We are thrilled to be

featuring so many local kids this year.
With our All-Inclusive space and Black
Sheep Café stage, we get to broaden
access to the arts by encouraging
participation and expression for
everyone we serve. We want First Night
Springﬁeld to incorporate a variety of
artistic perspectives and to celebrate
all artists including those from underrepresented communities.”
Sheila Walk, interim executive director,
says, “First Night Springﬁeld is a holiday
tradition for so many. It’s a perfect New
Year’s Eve date as well as a great way to
spend the holiday with family. It is safe,
fully accessible, a great value, and there’s
much variety. It is one way that the Arts
Council honors the great and diverse
talent in the community, and it provides
a sampling of the performing and visual
arts that residents and visitors can enjoy
all year. It’s rather like an arts buﬀet.”

More information
More information is available at

http://springﬁeldartsco.org/event/
ﬁrst-night-springﬁeld-2019/.

A New Year – A New Membership
Structure

By Misty Hagstrom and Kyla Kruse
Aristocrat $300-499
Membership is vital to the Springﬁeld
All the beneﬁts of Ally membership,
Area Arts Council and to the services
plus:
and programming it provides our com• Two free tickets to SAAC Adult
munity. During this past year, SAAC
Prom
board members have worked to deﬁne
• Two free tickets to SAAC First
individual membership levels as we move
Night® Springﬁeld
into 209 and beyond.
When it comes time to renew your
Ambassador $500-999
membership, you will receive a letAll the beneﬁts of Ally membership,
ter from SAAC that outlines the new
plus:
membership tiers listed below. Whatever
• Four free tickets to SAAC Adult
membership level you choose, you will be
Prom
making a positive impact on the arts in
• Four free tickets to SAAC First
our community – as an Ally, Advocate,
Night® Springﬁeld
Aristocrat, Ambassador, or member of
the exclusive Artist’s Circle. Monthly sus- Artist’s Circle $000+
All the beneﬁts of Ally membership,
tained membership also is an option.
plus:
We appreciate your support – past,
•
Ten free tickets to SAAC Adult
present, and future!
Prom
Ally $30-99
• Ten free tickets to SAAC First
• Receive Accolades for the Arts,
Night® Springﬁeld
SAAC’s quarterly newsletter
• Circle member at Adult Prom and
• Name listed on SAAC website (opFirst Night® Springﬁeld activities (optional)
tional)
• Name listed in fall newsletter (op• Name listed as an exclusive Artist’s
tional)
Circle member (optional)
• Invitation to SAAC annual meeting
• Invitation to be a community repAdvocate $00-299
resentative at select board or grant
All the beneﬁts of Ally membership,
panel meetings
plus:
#BeaPartoftheArts
• One free ticket to SAAC Adult Prom
• One free ticket to SAAC First Night®
Springﬁeld

SAAC Mission

The Springﬁeld Area Arts Council enriches the community by promoting and
supporting all art forms and providing
creative opportunities to participate in
and enjoy the arts.

Accolades for the Arts
Accolades for the Arts is published by
the Springﬁeld Area Arts Council. Your
comments are welcome. Call the Arts
Council oﬃce at (217) 753-3519.

Uptown Friday Night
Uptown Friday Night is the Arts
Council’s free performance series, taking place from 5:30 to 7:30 on Friday
evenings. Join us at Robbie’s Restaurant
on Old State Capitol Plaza South and
start the weekend with outstanding jazz
and blues, excellent food and drinks, and
great company – all while supporting the
Springﬁeld Area Arts Council.
Check our website for the Winter 209
schedule: www.springﬁeldartsco.org
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CHRISTMAS TREE, east side of Springﬁeld’s
Old State Capitol Plaza.
Ace Sign Company designed and created the
sixteen-foot tree sculpture

Reﬂections of an Archivist
By Carey Smith

It’s been my honor for several months
now to work on organizing the Arts
Council’s archives. Even skim-reading
papers, two main themes have caught my
eye. One is that funding the arts is always
a struggle. And it’s always worth it.
In the 42 years since the Arts Council
has been in existence, originally as an
organization called Springboard, there
have been desperate ﬁnancial times - like
in October 999, when the treasurer
reported at a board meeting that the
SAAC could not make payroll the
following day. Or in July 2009, when in
the fallout of the ﬁnancial crisis, a line of
credit was investigated just to keep the
doors open. In August 202, the numbers
showed a negative net income due to zero
fundraisers and low membership dues.
A closer look revealed an ongoing deﬁcit
budget. And as recently as April 206, the
treasurer reported a diﬀerence of $2,500
from the prior year’s income in corporate
and individual support, likely because of
state budget uncertainty.
Just as the SAAC has had its low
moments, it’s also had some glories.
A membership drive in 986 brought
in $2,460. First Night 992 had a net
income of $27,000. In 996, the SAAC
received a $40,000 grant from the
Illinois Arts Council. That same year,
however, the NEA’s federal funding was
cut by 40%. In June 200, the SAAC
received a $45,000 grant from the city.
In 2005, the treasurer announced at the
annual meeting that the SAAC was
in better ﬁnancial position than the
previous year for the ﬁfth consecutive
year. In 2006, the budget increased from

$226,000 to $250,000. The estate of
Bobette Gerlach bequeathed $50,000 in
206 for artist residencies.
Beyond the struggle of funding the arts,
the archives provide a glimpse into the
arts scene itself. In 993, the On My Own
Time panel of judges juried 90 works
of art. Free summer art camps were held
at the Boys and Girls Clubs. A wearable
fashion show showcased fabric and
jewelry artists. A sculpture exhibit with
one piece of touchable art morphed into
Please Touch!, a rare opportunity for
blind and visually impaired adults and
youth to participate intimately in the art
experience.
And then there’s oﬃce life for the
SAAC staﬀ. In 203, the executive
director reported shredding at least 400
pounds of papers after going through
ﬁles, with an estimated 400 pounds to
go. And that’s good, because in July 204,
she reported that most of that month
was spent mitigating ﬂood damage in
the oﬃce. In 20 and 202, the executive
director was the only staﬀ person;
currently there are two people keeping
the oﬃce operating.
There are mysteries. Though the
SAAC’s history begins in 976 with
Springboard, I found meeting minutes
that bear the SAAC name from 970 and
97. It appears this organization was an
umbrella group. After searching for oﬃce
space and a typewriter, in July 970 they
organized a children’s festival in Douglas
Park called Ring Around the Arts. What
happened to this organization between
97 and 976 has yet to be revealed in
documents.

Through the decades, it is clear
the SAAC has put on a number of
remarkable and heart-inspiring events,
limited only by the cost of hiring staﬀ
to organize such events. It is my hope
in this season of giving, members of the
SAAC will invest in more such events
and opportunities to provide inspiration
and human connection.

Poetry Out Loud
2019

Central Illinois Regional Contest
– Wednesday, February 3, 4:00 P.M.
– Hoogland Center for the Arts
Illinois State Contest – Friday, March
9, 0:00 A.M. – Hoogland Center for
the Arts

Representative Camille Lilly – Cole White –
Representative Sara Wojcicki-Jimenez
Cole White, a senior at Pawnee High School, was Representative
Lilly’s guest during the morning session of the General Assembly
on November 14th, 2018. Cole represented SAAC’s Poetry Out
Loud program as the runner-up of this year’s regional contest
and recited two poems – “Chicago” by Carl Sandburg and
“Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley.

MENORAH, west side of
Springﬁeld’s Old State Capitol
Plaza.
Chabad of Springﬁeld
donated a twelve-foot
lighted menorah to help
celebrate the holidays

420 South Sixth Street
Springﬁeld IL 62701
Phone: 217-753-3519
Email: oﬃce@springﬁeldartsco.org
Website: www.springﬁeldartsco.org

This program is
partially supported
by a grant from the
Illinois Arts Council Agency

First Night Springﬁeld Schedule – December 31, 2018

